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Federal Office for Migration becomes State Secretariat for Migration Authors
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As from January 1 2015 the Federal Office for Migration will be known as the State Secretariat for
Migration. The name has been changed due to the authority's growing importance and wide-ranging
responsibilities. It is also a consequence of a vote on February 9 2014 which aimed to stop mass
immigration and has changed the Swiss Constitution. As such, Switzerland appointed the head of the
State Secretariat for Migration to state secretary. As such, the State Secretariat for Migration can
represent Switzerland in front of the European Union in order to find a solution to its constitutional
change (which is not compliant with the bilateral agreements between Switzerland and the European
Union). The organisation and structure of the former office remain unchanged.

Adrian F Howald

The State Secretariat for Migration is the federal authority which regulates the conditions under which
people can enter Switzerland in order to live and work. It also decides who will receive protection from
persecution (asylum). Further, it coordinates federal, cantonal and communal efforts on behalf of
integration and is responsible for naturalisation matters.

For further information on this topic please contact Ara Samuelian or Adrian Howald at Suter Howald
Attorneys at Law by telephone (+41 44 630 4811), fax (+41 44 630 4815) or email (
ara.samuelian@suterhowald.ch or adrian.howald@suterhowald.ch). The Suter Howald Attorneys at
Law website can be accessed at www.suterhowald.ch.3

The materials contained on this website are for general information purposes only and are subject to
the disclaimer.

ILO is a premium online legal update service for major companies and law firms worldwide. In-house corporate
counsel and other users of legal services, as well as law firm partners, qualify for a free subscription. Register at
www.iloinfo.com.
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