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In 2017 the Federal Council invoked the safeguard clause contained in the Agreement on the Free 

Movement of Persons between the European Union and Switzerland. This safeguard clause allows 

Switzerland to unilaterally implement a quota system for Romanian and Bulgarian nationals from 

June 1 2017 until May 31 2018. The invocation of the safeguard clause activated a quota system for 

B-permits(1) for Romanian and Bulgarian nationals (EU-2 states) who take up a gainful activity or set 

up as self-employed workers in Switzerland. 

On April 18 2018 the Federal Council decided on the principle of maintaining the safeguard clause 

and B-permit quota system for Romanian and Bulgarian nationals. The issuance procedure for such 

B-permits, applicable since June 1 2017, will therefore remain in force for an additional year. 

On May 16 2018 the Federal Council adopted a decree regarding the maintenance of the quota 

system for Romanian and Bulgarian nationals and decided to maintain a quota of 996 B-permits (ie, 

the same number as for 2017). 

The Federal Council also decided that should the threshold contained in the Agreement on the Free 

Movement of Persons be reached by May 31 2018, a quota system will also be introduced for L-

permits(2) for Romanian and Bulgarian nationals. Against all expectations, should the threshold be 

reached, the Federal Council will adopt a decree regarding the introduction of a quota system for L-

permits by mid-June 2018. 

For further information on this topic please contact Vera Lavvas or Katrin Henzi at Suter Howald 

Attorneys at Law by telephone (+41 44 630 4811) or email (vera.lavvas@suterhowald.ch or 

katrin.henzi@suterhowald.ch). The Suter Howald Attorneys at Law website can be accessed at 

www.suterhowald.ch. 

Endnotes 

(1) B-permits apply to stays of more than 12 months. 

(2) L-permits apply to stays of between four and 12 months. 

The materials contained on this website are for general information purposes only and are subject to the 

disclaimer.  
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